
 
May 20, 2020 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters here at St. Vincent de Paul: 
 
Good News! After two months away, we are now making plans to begin celebration of Mass on the 
weekends! What shall we expect when public Mass resumes this weekend? Much of what I am going 
to share with you in this letter comes from a variety of sources (Denver Catholic on April 21, 2020 
and letters from Bishop Rice).  
 
First, as painful as the decision was to suspend all public Masses in the parish, the process was 
necessary for the common good. Now that health restrictions are eased, we can start gathering 
again. However, it is very important for everyone to understand that things will not immediately go 
back to normal. Health experts and elected officials are currently determining new guidelines 
and restrictions for the next few months. 
   
The desire to return to Mass, participate in prayer and receive the Eucharist is incredibly strong. As 
pastor, I ask that everyone approach this next phase with patience and love. Please know of the 
following points. 
   
1. Attendance will be limited.  
The Church building is marked for “social distancing”. Using the guidelines from Cape County Health 
Department, the Church space is limited to 30% of the normal seating capacity. This means that our 
Church space will seat approximately 150-200 people. When a Mass is filled with its capacity, that 
Mass, people will be encouraged to attend the next Mass. For this reason, 3 additional Masses on the 
weekend will be added, and they will take place at the DePaul Center Gym. It is estimated that the 
DePaul Center Gym will hold approximately 300 people using the “social distancing” directives. These 
added Masses will be as follows through the end of June (at that time, this additional Masses will be 
evaluated). 
 

Saturday Mass at 4:30pm in the DePaul Center Gym 
Saturday Mass at 5:00pm in the Church  
 

Sunday Mass at 7:30am in the Church 
Sunday Mass at 9:00am in the Church  
Sunday Mass at 9:15am in the DePaul Center Gym  
Sunday Mass at 10:45am in the Church   
Sunday Mass at 11:00am in the DePaul Center Gym  
Sunday Mass at 3:00pm in the Church 
 

As far as weekday Masses, there will be 6:30am Monday to Saturday. Wednesday will have the 
regular scheduled 5:15pm Mass. For the time being, an additional weekday Mass will be on Tuesday 
and Thursday at 12:10pm. These Masses will be evaluated towards the end of June. 

 
2. Social Distancing will be practiced. 
Expect the Church to have pews roped off! Families will be asked to keep six feet of separation from 
other families. Bring your own mask to church and be prepared to wear the mask during Mass 
to guard against germ spread. If you are showing any symptoms of sickness, please stay home.   
 



If you come as a family, please sit together as a family group. You should be seated at least 6 feet 
from other families. Remember, there are to be NO hugs or handshakes!  
 
During the week, meetings may be held if social distancing is maintained. These meetings need to be 
scheduled through the Parish Office and approved by Father Rick. Proper sanitation needs to take 
place after each meeting by the group members of that meeting.  
 
There are to be no special dinners or events that would bring a large crowd together through the end 
of June. No fundraisers. No bake sales.   
 
Please note that Children’s Church ministries at the 9:00am Mass will hopefully resume after Labor 
Day. Also, the “Family Room/Cry Room” at the back of Church will only have a few chairs in it. 
 
3. Liturgical changes will be in place.  
Like the protocols established in early March, extra precautions will be taken, like suspending 
the distribution of the Precious Blood and receiving Holy Communion only on the hand. Those 
desiring to receive Holy Communion on the tongue should wait until the very end of the communion 
procession. (If a parishioner is unable to consume a low-gluten host and is only able to consume the 
Precious Blood, please call the Parish Office the Friday before the weekend stating which Mass you 
will attend. A separate chalice will be prepared and distributed after the hosts have been distributed.)  
 
Until the end of June, Altar Servers will not be used for any Masses - weekdays or 
Saturday/Sundays.   
   
For the time, only one Lector for each Mass will be used. Here at St. Vincent, 3 Eucharistic Ministers 
will be needed for each Mass.   
 
The Sign of Peace is suspended. 
 
Holy Communion will take place at the very end of Mass so that the movement of the people in the 
Church can be limited to just one time. People can receive Holy Communion and then return to their 
pew for private prayer or they may leave for home. 
 
Please remember that people who wear masks will have to remove the mask when they approach the 
priest/deacon/Eucharistic Minister. Note: the communion procession should follow 6 foot spacing 
between communicants. People are encouraged to receive Holy Communion in their hands and 
should not be wearing gloves.  
 
Since we have no hymnals, some of our music will be printed in the Sunday Bulletin that each family 
will take when they enter church. Our music will be restricted to a Gathering Song, antiphons, and 
the main parts of the liturgy. 
 
The Church will be open for visitation from 6:00am until 8:00pm. 
 
4. A general dispensation from the Sunday obligation will remain.  
Remember, if you feel ill, or, if you do not feel comfortable with coming to Church at this time, you 
are invited to join in the many Masses offered online. Also remember that dispensation from 
attending Sunday Mass is still granted until the end of June. If you or your family feel more 
comfortable because of the Coronavirus threat, make plans to continue to keep the Sabbath holy by 



participating in livestream and pre-recorded Masses. Our St. Vincent Mass will be recording Mass on 
Saturday at the 5:00pm Mass and posting it immediately to our YouTube and Parish website. The 
Sunday 9:00am Mass will not be livestream as it has been the last two months.   
  
5. There still will be a risk for anyone who attends a public Mass.  
Even with best health practices and strictest social distancing, anyone who enters a public space 
should recognize there is a risk of contracting the coronavirus. Cleaning will continue but no one 
should expect that they will be any safer from germs than other public spaces. 
To prevent risks the Church will be supplied with plenty of hand sanitizer in various locations. 
Also, remember that the Church space is sanitized each day after each Mass.  
 
6. Finally, let’s strive for progress and not perfection.  
There will no doubt be challenges and frustrations. Things may not go according to plan. But we 
believe following these guidelines is a reasonable sacrifice. As we see numbers flatten and decrease, 
we are beginning to sense the situation improving. For the interest of the common good, and 
ultimately to best serve our own community, we do not want to contribute to a rebound effect that 
would push normalized Mass attendance even further into the future. 
 
So, if we all work together, we can ease back into our celebration of the Holy Eucharist and continue 
to incrementally return to normal. However, if we look for ways to get around the regulations, we will 
likely create situations that force us to take steps back. In the long run, please remember that these 
guidelines have been created for everyone’s safety! Finally, let us continue to pray for all those who 
have lost loved ones to the Coronavirus, for those struggling with the disease now, and all those 
living in fear of the unknown…may God be with all of us! 
 
         Peace, 

         Father Rick L. Jones 
         Reverend Rick L. Jones 
         Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


