
1913 Ritter Drive Å Cape Girardeau, Missouri 63701  
573-335-7667 Å Fax 573-335-0034 Å www.svcape.com  

Serving the Catholic Community since April 9, 1836  

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
December 21, 2025  Parish Mission  

We are one Church: loving Jesus, 
serving Jesus, and sharing Jesus. 

Parish Vision  
We are a vibrant Catholic church 
serving a diverse community in a 
safe and welcoming environment 

where we care for all people 
along their faith journey.  

Core Values 
Discipleship Å Hospitality 
Service Å Worship 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 

3:00 p.m. (Spanish/English) 

Weekday Masses 
Monday 6:30 a.m. 

Tuesday 6:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 6:30 a.m., 5:15 p.m. 

Thursday 6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m. 

Friday 6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m. 

First Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 6:30 a.m. 

Confessions 
First Friday of the month 12:00 noon 

Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
or by appointment   

Parish Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

,ýīĀįƄĕ×į ]×įį vãýíéĻďí 
Christmas Eve - Wednesday, December 24 

Christmas Vigil Mass 
4:00 p.m. · 6:00 p.m. 

Midnight Mass 
11:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25 
8:00 a.m.  ·  10:00 a.m. (Bilingual) 

On Christmas, all parishes of the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau 
will conduct a collection to help fund the education of seminarians and 
help to meet the needs of retired priests. This is an opportunity to show 
gratitude for those who have and those who will serve the diocese. You are 
asked to use ParishSOFT or the envelope in your envelope packet. 

 

īshing you and your family  
A blessed Christmas and a New Year  

filled with happiness and peace!  

@×Ķýíī rĀãČ ×Ėé Ƅýí vĶƭ ®ĀĖãíĖƄ éí o×Ļď o×īĀįý vĶ×÷÷ 



December 21, 2025 

h̄en he discovered that Mary was with child, Joseph resolved to end 

their engagement with as little disgrace as possible. But obedient to the 
voice of God, he changed those plans and became instead the protector of 
the child Jesus and His mother, Mary. God grant that I may be as open to 
the leading of the Holy Spirit! 

 Å Mass Intentions Å 

Monday, December 22  
 6:30 am Sue Hansen (living) 

Tuesday, December 23 St. John of Kanty 
 6:30 am Robert Stroder Z 

Wednesday, December 24  
 6:30 am Ola Mae Diebold Z 

 4:00 pm Peace in the World 

 6:00 pm Raymond and Geneva Viox Z 

 11:00 pm Cantoni and VanGennip Families 

Thursday, December 25  
The Nativity of the Lord  
 8:00 am Mary Schultz Z 

 10:00 am Living and Deceased Members 
 (Bilingual)   of the Acevis Haniz Family 

Friday, December 26 St. Stephen 
 6:30 am Lazar Ruga Jr. Z 

Saturday, December 27 St. John 
 6:30 am Shari Landewe Z 

 5:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Parish Family 

Sunday, December 28  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 8:00 am Bessie Grojean Z 

 10:00 am Frank Bucher Z 

 3:00 pm Father Pat Christopher Z 
 (Bilingual)  

Å Prayer Requests Å 
Please remember the sick, the hospitalized, and 
those who care for them. Pray also for homebound 
St. Vincent  parishioners. 

××× 

Rosary Prayer Group  
The Holy Rosary will be prayed this 
Sunday, December 21, at 1:30 p.m. at 
the St. John Henry Newman Center, 
Cape Girardeau. 

Dead Theologians Society  
- This Sunday - 

DTS (Dead Theologians Society) is a 
gathering of High School teens from across 
the region. Meetings are hosted on the 
third Sunday of the month from 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. in the old convent here 
at St. Vincent. Each meeting consists of 
snacks, fun, and, of course, prayer! Time is 
spent praying for the dead and learning 
about different saints. The motto of DTS is 
Mortuum Mundo, Vivum In Christo 
(Dead to the World, Alive in Christ). 
Grab a few friends and make plans to 
attend! 

Christmas Gifts for Birthright  
If you wish to share with a Birthright baby during this Christmas 
season, gifts will be collected in the gathering area at all Christmas 
Masses. Most items collected will be used in layettes given to mothers 
just before their babies are born. Needed items include new: heavy 
sleepers (sizes newborn and 0-3 months), onesies (sizes newborn and 
0-3 months), winter outfits (sizes newborn and 0-3 months), socks 
(newborn), baby wipes, baby wash and lotion, baby bottles (4 and 8 
oz.) and brushes, Similac Advanced formula, baby hygiene items, small 
board books, small stuffed animals, teething toys, pacifiers, diaper 
bags, breastfeeding supplies, feminine hygiene pads. Needed items also 
include new and gently used: baby fleece and receiving blankets, 
baby quilts, mittens, socks, bibs, burp cloths, hooded towels, 
washcloths, toddler clothing (2T-3T), shoes, boots, coats, and toddler 
socks.  

Items may also be brought to the Cape Girardeau Birthright location at 
2633 Hopper Road (Monday - Friday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Saturday 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon) or the Marble Hill location (Monday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.) at 105 Church Street. 
Your  generosity is appreciated. 

Confessions before Christmas  
ñPrepare the Way of Lordò by making a good Confession! This is the best 
gift you can give to yourself and your family for Christmas. Confessions will 
be offered on the hour starting on Sunday, December 21. ñOn the 
hourò means that the priest will be in the confessional starting at the top 
of the hour and remain there for 10 minutes. If no one is there, the priest 
will leave and return at the next hour. Below are the times for confessions. 
Sunday, December 21 · 6:oo, 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, December 22 · 12:00 noon, 6:00, 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 23 · 12:00 noon, 6:00, 7:00 p.m. 

W h a t   i s   a   

vĨĀīĀƄĻ×ď +ĜĻĪĻíĶƴ 
A spiritual bouquet is a beautiful, Catholic tradition of offering 
prayers, charitable acts, and sacrifices for someone else to express 
joy, best wishes, or comfort in sorrow and often in commemoration 
of a special occasion. They are devotional acts and prayers said on 
behalf of someone else and for their intentions.   

During the weekends of December 20/21  and December 27/28,  
spiritual bouquets will be gathered for Seminarians from St. Vincent 
and Sister Fatima Rose (Jordan Huff) to let them know that prayers 
are being said for them during this Christmas season! 

Spiritual bouquet cards will be available in the Gathering Area.  



St. Vincent de Paul Parish 

Collection - December 14, 2025 

 Collection $ 19,521.01 

 E-Tithing $ 5,694.00 

 Total $ 25,215.01 

 Weekly Budget $ 35,100.00 

 Difference (7-1-25 to 12-14-25) - $ 27,046.24 

Thank you for being good 

stewards of Godôs gifts!

]×Ŏ výí ríįƄ ĀĖ oí×ãí 
Sympathy is extended to the family of Mary Strack, 
a member of the St. Vincent de Paul Parish family. 

May she and all the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

  Å The Week Ahead Å 
Monday, December 22  

Tuesday, December 23  
 6:00 pm OCIA 

 6:00 pm Tuesday Evening Bible Study 

Wednesday, December 24  

Thursday, December 25  

  ]íīīŎ ,ýīĀįƄĕ×įƲ 

Friday, December 26  

Saturday, December 27  
 3:30 pm Reconciliation 

Sunday, December 28  
 10:00 am Childrenôs Liturgy 

Extending the Mission  
· Building on the Cornerstone of Christ · 

Total amount pledged  ................................................................ $7,934,563 
Matching gifts  .........................................................................          250,000 
 $8,184,563 
Percentage toward minimum target  ..................................................... 117% 
Number of families who have contributed  ............................................  592 
Number of registered families in parish  .............................................  1,622 
Percentage of registered families who have pledged  ............................  36% 
Funds on hand needed to begin construction  ........................  $3,500,000 
Total amount of funds collected/deposited in bank  ................. $4,354,381 
Percentage needed to begin construction  ............................................ 124% 

Thank you for your generosity. If you have not contributed, please 
prayerfully consider how you might participate in extending the 
mission through a sacrificial pledge. Scan the QR code to confirm 
your pledge. For assistance, call the parish office at 573-335-7667. 

In observance of  Christmas, 
the parish office will be closed 
Wednesday, December 24, 
Thursday, December 25, 
and Friday, December 26. 

  Å Readings Å 
Christmas (Vigil) 

Isaiah 62:1-5 · Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 
Matthew 1:1-25 

Christmas (Night) 
Isaiah 9:1-6 · Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14 

Christmas (Day) 
Isaiah 52:7-10 · Hebrews1:1-6 

John 1:1-18 

December 27/28, 2025 
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
Colossians 3:12-21 

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 
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 Å Contact Information Å 

××× 
Welcome to St. Vincent de Paul  

If you would like to register for the parish or change your address, please fill out 

the form and place it in the collection basket. You may also mail it to the parish 

office at 1913 Ritter Drive, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701. Feel free to contact parish 

office staff anytime during regular office hours, Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 

4:30 p.m. You may email the parish office at contactus@svparish or call 335-

7667. A parish registration form is available at http://www.svcape.com/Parish/. 

Name ________________________________ ___________________   

Street Address ________________________________ _____________   

City/State/Zip  ________________________________ ____________   

Phone _____________   Email _______________________________   

c I am new to Cape Girardeau.             c  I am new to St. Vincent de Paul Parish. 

c I have been attending St. Vincent Parish and would like to register as a member.  

c Please change my address to the one shown above. 

c I would like to sign up for ParishSOFT Giving (EFT). 

c I would like to learn more about the Catholic faith. 

c I would like to register my child/children for Parish School of Religion. 

Vincentõs Vittles 
The next Vincentôs Vittles meal will be on December 27 
and will be hosted by Community Partnership of 
Southeast Missouri. Plan to attend and invite a friend! If 
you as an individual or group would like to help with this 
rewarding community meal, please contact Deacon Mark. 

Holy Service  
Outreach to the Poor Apostolate 

On the Parish Feast Day in October, parishioners were invited to do charitable 
service for those in need. In evaluating the Feast Day, the Parish Council 
suggested that more opportunities be made available for outreach. In the 
spirit of the parish patron, St. Vincent de Paul, it was decided that more 
opportunities will be offered locally to serve the poor, needy, and homeless. 

One opportunity will be helping at Catholic Social Ministries Food Pantry. 
This Food Pantry Apostolate will begin on January 3, 2026, and 
will continue the first Saturday of each month. Service times at the 
food pantry are 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. (Please arrive at 8:00 a.m. to receive your 
assignment  and instructions.) 

If you feel called to be a part of this Food Pantry Apostolate, please contact 
the parish office at 573-335-7667/contactus@svparish.com. For more 
information, contact Hugh Protzel at 573-225-5741. Thank you for 
prayerfully considering this new ministry in honor of St. Vincent de Paul! 

]×īŎƮ ]ĜĶýíī Ĝ÷ BĜé ]×įį vãýíéĻďí 
New Yearôs Eve, Wednesday, December 31 

5:15 p.m. 

New Yearôs Day, Thursday, January 1 
8:00 a.m. · 10:00 a.m. 

The collection taken up at Masses on Mary, Mother of God will benefit 
Care Portal, a platform bringing the needs of children/families in 
crisis to the attention of local churches and their parishioners. 

Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the Foster Care/Whole Health Outreach 
Christmas project. A special thank you goes 
to Debbie Baumgart, Julie Schuchardt, and 
Jamie Shaffar who were in charge of the 
project. Thanks also to Danna Bruns for 
her IT skills and to those who wrapped 
gifts. Because of your generosity, 214 foster 
children and numerous Whole Health 
Outreach children/teens will be able to 
enjoy Christmas. More than 850 gifts were 
collected including a number of bicycles! 



uSign Up for FORMED  
1. Go to FORMED org/signup and 
2. Enter your parish zip code 

(63701) or name to select your 
parish (St. Vincent de Paul). 

3. Enter your name and email. 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish 

Cape Girardeau 
Warming Center News  

Since late November the Cape Girardeau 
Warming Center has been available at 
Grace United Methodist Church and 
has been serving approximately 20 
men and women each night. Although 
running smoothly, there is a desperate 
need for volunteers to help. Area 
churches are being asked to consider 
volunteering support for a week at a 
time. St. Vincent de Paul Parish 
hopes to fill all shifts the weeks of 
January 4 - 10 and February 1 - 7. 
This would be an opportunity to 
support the vulnerable in the local 
community and to help ease the 
burden for the volunteers on the 
committee who have been taking shifts 
on a regular basis.   

The shift times are 7:00 - 11:00 p.m., 
11:00 p.m. - 3:00 a.m., and 3:00 - 7:00 
a.m. On every shift there is a male 
volunteer as well as a volunteer core 
leader who will train you. The Cape 
Girardeau police department patrols the 
area frequently throughout the night.   

The Warming Center is only open if the 
nighttime low is 26 degrees or below or 
32 degrees and below with 
precipitation.  In the event the weather 
does not meet these criteria, the 
Warming Center will not be open. You 
can call 573-222-0914 and listen to the 
voicemail to see if the Warming Center 
will be open each night. You may also 
check their Facebook page ï Cape 
Warming Center. 

Please consider this opportunity to 
serve the community.  If you feel called 
to volunteer, you might ask a family 
member or friend to sign up with you.  
Please sign up at this link and click on 
the appropriate week at the top of the 
page: https://www.signupgenius.com/
tabs/13576DA06A4CFE4C6A09-
warming#/. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study  
A Powerful Study on the Blessed Mother Begins January 14 

Filmed on location in the Holy Land, Mary: A Biblical Walk with the Blessed 
Mother will place you in the midst of the powerful drama of Maryôs earthly life, 
taking you through her joys and her sorrows. You will learn how she works in 
your life today, drawing you ever closer to her divine Son. Seeing Mary in this 
way will change you forever. She will become a part of your daily life and help 
you to become more like Christ. 

Join the Wednesday Morning Bible Study for Mary: A Biblical Walk with the 
Blessed Mother in the upper meeting room of church beginning 
January 14, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. and continuing every Wednesday for eight 
weeks. For more information or to register for the study, contact Becky Talley 
at 618-570-9074 or email beckytalley62@gmail.com.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/13576DA06A4CFE4C6A09-warming#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/13576DA06A4CFE4C6A09-warming#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/tabs/13576DA06A4CFE4C6A09-warming#/


IS CATHERINEõS CUPBOARD ON YOUR GROCERY LIST? 

Attention Married Couples  

All married couples and religious who previously took part in a 
Worldwide  Marriage  Encounter weekend are invited to a 
community meeting on the second Sunday of each month 
from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. at the KC Hall, 316 S. Spanish Street, Cape 
Girardeau. If planning to attend, RSVP to Alicia Schumer at 573-225-8776.  

Renew your Sacrament, deepen your communication, strengthen your 
relationship, and rekindle your romance by attending a Worldwide  
Marriage Encounter  Experience this year! Sign up now as space is 
limited. For more information or to apply, go to wwme.org, or call Terry 
and Eric Engholm at 314-649-7317. Encounters will be held February 6 - 
8, 2026, April 17 - 19, 2026, and June 12 - 14, 2026, in St. Peters, 
Missouri. 

Christmas Cards  
for Priests and Sisters  
As you write your Christmas cards this 
year, remember the priests and sisters 
who served St. Vincent de Paul Parish 
in the past. 

Father Francisco ñPacoò Gordillo 
Assumption Abbey 
2860 State Hwy OO 
Ava, MO 65608-0015 

Father David Hulshof 
Immaculate Conception Parish 
3555 S. Fremont Avenue 
Springfield, MO 65804-4237 

Father Rahab Isidor 
St. Lawrence Parish 
PO Box 311 
Monett, MO 65708 

Father Vineesh Jose, OSB 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
844 S. Gregg Road 
Nixa, MO 65714-7411 

Father Bobby Manso 
Congregation of the Mother 
of the Redeemer 
1900 Grand Avenue 
Carthage, MO 64836 

Father Charles Prost, CM 
St. Catherine Laboure Parish 
9740 Sappington Road 
St. Louis, MO 63128 

Father Milton Ryan, CM 
Holy Trinity Parish 
3826 Gilbert Avenue 
Dallas, TX 75219 

Father Brian Straus 
St. Peter the Apostle Parish 
812 S. Pearl Avenue 
Joplin, MO 64801-4336 

Father Alex Sutachan 
St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
304 W. Main Street 
Fredericktown, MO 63645 

Father Derek Swanson, CM 
St. Vincent de Paul Parish 
1010 W. Webster Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60614 

Sister Theresa Davey, OSU 
2520 Saint James Rd. 
Springfield, IL 62707-9736 

Sister Susan Kienzler, OSU 
9308 Sutton Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63144 

December 21, 2025 

Notre Dame Freshman Placement Test  

The Notre Dame Regional High School Placement Test for the class of 
2030 is scheduled for Saturday, January 10, 2026. This test is one of 
several criteria used to assess a studentôs current math abilities and assure 
student success in Notre Dameôs mathematics curriculum. All eighth 
graders interested in enrolling at Notre Dame should report to Notre Dame 
at 
8:00 a.m. for the test. The event should conclude by 10:00 a.m. Please 
bring two #2 pencils and a calculator.  

During the test, parents will hear about next steps toward enrollment from 
Director of Enrollment, Meg Garner, followed by coffee and donuts with 
the Home and School Board for Morning Mingle. Please register online at 

file:///C:/Users/suzann%20cross/Documents/Weekend%20Pillar%20Stuff/4.2021%20Experience%20Bulletin%20Announcement.docx




Exciting News for 2026! 
 

�7�K�H��P�D�U�L�V�K��C�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q��T�H�D�P�� 
���)�D�W�K�H�U���5�L�F�N���-�R�Q�H�V�����%�U�D�G���%�X�U�G�L�F�N�����5�L�F�N���(�V�V�Q�H�U�����%�R�E���-�D�Q�R�W�D���D�Q�G���7�R�P���5�H�L�Q�D�J�H�O���� 

�D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���'�L�O�O�L�H���3�R�O�O�D�U�G���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�V���D�Q�G���'�L�R�F�H�V�D�Q���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� 
�D�U�H���V�R�O�L�F�L�W�L�Q�J���E�L�G�V���I�U�R�P���I�R�X�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�V���� 

 
�7�K�H���I�R�X�U �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�V���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���W�K�L�V���6�X�P�P�H�U�� 

�Z�H�U�H Sides �&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q��  
Boulder �D�Q�G Columbia �&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���&�D�S�H���*�L�U�D�U�G�H�D�X���� 

�D�Q�G Zoellner �&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���3�H�U�U�\�Y�L�O�O�H��  
�7�K�H���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W �D �J�R�R�G���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�V�� 

 
�7�K�H�V�H���I�R�X�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�V���D�U�H���Q�R�Z���J�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

�V�R���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���V�X�E�P�L�W���D���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���R�Q���W�K�H���3�D�U�L�V�K���)�D�P�L�O�\���&�H�Q�W�H�U�����$�.�$�����2�O�G���1�R�W�U�H���'�D�P�H���� 
�� 

�7�K�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H�L�U���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�H�G�� 
�D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���3�D�U�L�V�K���)�D�P�L�O�\���&�H�Q�W�H�U���S�U�R�M�H�F�W 

�Z�K�L�O�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���Z�D�O�N-�W�K�U�X���E�H�I�R�U�H���1�H�Z���<�H�D�U�¶�V���'�D�\��  
 

�&�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H�J�L�Q���D�U�R�X�Q�G���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������� 
�7�K�R�V�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H���W�K�H��P�D�U�L�V�K��C�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q��T�H�D�P�� 

�D�Q�G���'�L�R�F�H�V�D�Q���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� 
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